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&uial  ©Strict  Council 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  & Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  submit — on  behalf  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Wilson , 
who  retired  on  31st  December,  1947 — the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  your  district,  for  the  year  1947. 

This  report  is  brief,  and  is  in  accordance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  circular  13/47  dated 
13th  March,  1947. 


I would  like  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  compiling  this  report. 


Rudge  Farm  House, 

Froxfield , Marlborough. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Johnson, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Census  1931 

„ — Estimated  Mid  1947 

Area 

Rateable  Value 

•••  •••  ••• 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  as  shown  by 
Rate  Books  at  the  end  of  1947 
Births  1947  Male  Female  Total 


lb, 893 
13,780 
03,455  acres 
£135,714 

£582  6s.  7d. 

3,257 


Live  214 

Still  5 

Birth  Rate  1947 
Live 
Still 

Deaths  1947 
Death  Rate  1947 


204 

1 

Rural  District 
30.3 
0.4 

Male 

80 

Rural  District 
9.7 


418  (20  illegitimate) 
6 (0  illegitimate! 
England  & Wales 
20.5 
0.5 

Female  Total 

54  134 

• England  & Wales 

12.0 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

t f * 71/f  * t*  D4  Ti  6 20  (1  illegitimate) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  Rural  District  England  & Wales 

(per  1,000  live  births)  47.8  41  q 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease 

Total  cases  < 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

death 

Scarlet  Fever 

10  (2  Mil) 

7 (1  Mil) 

0 

Diphtheria 

4 (2  Mil) 

4 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

0 

Measles 

173  (14  Mil) 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

2 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 (1  Mil) 

3 

0 

Polio  Enceph. 

2 

2 

0 

Scarlet  Fever.  10  cases  were  notified,  including  2 military.  8 
were  admitted  to  hospital ; all  recovered. 

Diphtheria.  There  were  4 cases  of  Diphtheria,  2 being  military, 
and  all  were  successfully  treated  in  hospital. 


Pneumonia.  There  were  2 cases,  one  following  whooping  cough. 

Erysipelas.  2 cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Measles.  173  cases  were  notified,  14  being  military  Only  1 
case  required  admission  to  hospital,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.  44  cases  were  notified,  most  of  them  in  W ar 
Department  Property,  and  notified  by  the  Military  Authorities. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  There  were  2 cases  and  both  were 
successfully  treated  in  Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  7 cases  were  notified,  1 military,  and  all 
occurred  in  the  last  four  months  of  the  year.  There  were  no 

deaths. 

Polio  Encephilitis.  2 cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to 
hospital.  Both  recovered. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Twenty-seven  new 

cases 

were 

notified,  the  details 

being 

as 

follows  : — 

Male,  Pulmonary, 

1 

age 

5 

Female,  Pulmonary, 

1 

age 
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6 
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Male,  Non-Pulm., 

1 

age 

5 

Female,  Non-Pulm., 

1 

age 

2 

1 

? j 

6 

1 

y y 

6 

1 

if 

9 

1 

y> 

9 

1 

a 

10 

1 

yy 

11 

1 

yy 

19 

1 

y y 

28 

There  were  six  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  and  one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


During  1947  108  children  under  5,  and  117  between  5 and  15 
were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  and  243  children  received 
reinforcement  doses.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  immunised 
children  under  15  to  1802,  out  of  the  District’s  estimated  child 
population  of  3182. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  public  supplies  owned  and  operated  by  the  Council  are  in 
the  Parishes  of  Amesbury,  Bulford  & Durrington,  and  Shrewton. 

Amesbury.  The  quantity  of  water  in  the  two  bores  does  not 
vary  greatly  and  a sufficient  supply  is  ensured  for  existing 


consumers,  including  the  large  service  installations  at  Arnesbury 
Abbey  and  Boscombe  Down.  In  order  to  ensure  this  amount, 
however,  the  present  pumps  must  be  worked  to  capacity,  and 
any  appreciable  new  demands  may  entail  some  form  of  extension 
to  the  existing  works. 

Shrewton  and  Bulford  & Durringfcon.  These  supplies  continue 
to  function  satisfactorily.  There  is  ample  reserve  for  future 
connections  in  both  schemes. 

All  samples  taken  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  free  from 
B.  Coli. 

The  under-mentioned  Parishes  are  supplied  from  privately- 
owned  water  schemes  : — 

Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Co.), 

Wilsford  & Lake  (Lt.-Col.  F.  G.  Bailey). 

Tilshead.  This  village  is  at  present  supplied  by  a lin.  main 
taken  from  a nearby  W.D.  supply.  No  connections  are  made 
to  individual  premises,  but  there  are  7 stand  pipes  in  various 
parts  of  the  village. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  War  Department  for  a din.  pipe  to  be  connected 
to  their  main.  This  will  enable  premises  to  have  a proper 
piped  supply. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  engaged  in 
designing  a regional  scheme  for  the  whole  district.  The  Ministry 
of  Health  has  suggested  that  joint  consultations  on  future  water 
policy  should  be  held  with  neighbouring  local  authorities,  and 
this  suggestion  is  being  considered  by  the  Council. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


There  is  only  one  Parish  (Arnesbury)  with  a public  sewer. 
During  the  year  a new  Gin.  sewer,  to  serve  the  new  Housing  Estate, 
was  laid  from  James  Road  to  Coldharbour  Lane. 

Tests  of  the  effluent  taken  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Authorities  have  proved  satisfactory,  although  the  disposal  plant 
is  working  to  capacity. 


The  Air  Ministry  have  made  large  extensions  to  the  R.A.F . 
Station  at  Boscombe  Down,  which  will  mean  increased  work  for 
the  sewers  and  plant.  The  Council  instructed  their  Consulting 
Engineers  to  prepare  plans  for  the  necessary  modifications  and 
enlargements  of  the  plant. 

Bulford&  Darrington.  This  scheme  is  still  held  up  by  protrac- 
ted negotiations  with  the  War  Department.  In  the  meantime  the 
nuisance  to  Public  Health  continues,  and  the  building  of  further 
Council  Houses  is  delayed. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  system  of  separate  alternate  collection  of  salvage  and  refuse 
was  continued  during  the  year.  Paper,  rags  and  bones  were 
salvaged  and  sold  to  Contractors.  There  was  a slight  increase  in 
yield  during  the  year. 

Difficulties  in  collection  were  somewhat  eased  by  the  purchase 
of  a new  lorry. 

Extensions  to  the  R.A.F.  Station  at  Boscombe  necessitated 
the  giving  up  of  the  Incinerator  site  nearby.  An  alternative  area, 
very  much  larger,  was  transferred  to  the  Council,  and  is  now 
being  used  for  controlled  tipping. 


HOUSING  AND  OVERCROWDING 


Owing  to  the  continued  restrictions  on  building  operations, 
action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  agiin  limited  to  investigation 
of  complaints  and  service  of  notices  for  immediate  and  urgent 
repairs. 

There  is  still  a large  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  area.  The 
housing  situation  has  been  aggravated  by  the  decision  of  the  War 
Department  to  apply  for  eviction  orders  for  “ irregular  occupiers  ” 
of  married  quarters.  A war-time  camp  at  Bulford  Fields  was 
handed  over  to  the  Council  for  temporary  housing  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  In  the  meantime  the  Council  are  pressing  on 
with  their  permanent  housing  schemes,  which  are  the  only  real 
answer  to  the  overcrowding  problems. 


MILK  SUPPLY 


Inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  were  carried  out 
as  usual  during  the  year  : as  far  as  was  possible,  each  farm  was 
visited  every  quarter,  while  more  frequent  visits  were  made  to  the 
less  hygienic  premises. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Work  of  infestation  control  was  carried  out  as  usual, 
although,  in  this  rural  area,  where  most  of  the  acreage  comes 
under  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  or  the  Service  Departments, 
the  work  entailed  was  not  very  great. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
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Nuisances  ...  161 
Slaughterhouses  — 
Knackers’  Yards  4 
Places  where  food 
is  prepared  ...  56 

Cowsheds,  Dairies 
and  Milkshops  216 
Butchers’  Shops  16 
Tents,  Vans  and 
Sheds  ...  ...  45 

Bakehouses  ...  28 


36 


5 

37 


5 


Totals  526  83 


16  1 16  1 18 

1—1—4 
4 — 4 — 33 

1—1—4 
22  1 21  1 59 


Inspections  not  classified  above 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Unclassified  Visits  and  Inspections — 

(drainage,  refuse  collection,  bye-laws  etc.  ...  ...  441 


Total  No.  of  Visits  ... 


1107 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ETC. 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers  registered  1947 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  registered  1947  ... 

Number  of  Certificates  Issued  (Producers)  during  1947  ... 
Number  of  Certificates  Issued  (Retailers)  during  1947  ... 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  173  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  34  tins 

Tinned  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  47  tins 

Tinned  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  13  tins 

Beef  ...  ...  ...  •••  52  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  394  lbs. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  •••  45 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ...  ...  5 

Remedied  by  Verbal  Notice  ...  ..  ...  5 

Remedied  by  Informal  Notice  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  outworkers  emplo}7ed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


TOTAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Causes  of  Death  M.  F. 

All  Causes  80  54 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

Tuberc.  of  Resp.  System  2 4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberc.  1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  1 1 

Measles 

Ac  Poliomyelitis  & Enceph. 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  b.  cav.  ; and 

oesoph  (M.)  3 

uterus  (F.) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  1 1 

Cancer  of  breast  1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  4 3 


Causes  of  Death  M.  F. 

Diabetes 

Heart  disease  23  10 

Intra.  cran.  vase,  lesions  7 7 

Other  disease  circ.  syst.  3 

Bronchitis  1 5 

Pneumonia  2 2 

Other  resp.  dis.  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum  1 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Other  digest,  diseases  1 1 

Nephritis  3 2 

Puerp.  and  Postabort,  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes  1 

Prem.  Birth  4 2 

Cong.  malf.  birth  inj.  Inf.  dis.  7 3 

Suicide  4 1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  2 

Other  violent  causes  5 2 

All  other  causes  6 4 


F.  JAY  & SON 
BEDW1N  STREET 
SALISBURY 


